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OUR MISSION is simple: promote a 

criminal justice system that utilizes 

pragmatic, evidence-based approaches 

to keep our communities safe, while 

ensuring that taxpayer dollars are 

utilized in the most effective manner.





So what is the evidence in 

North Carolina related to 

pretrial incarceration?



● In NC, there is no statutory requirement that jails keep up to date 

records of who is in jail. 

● NC GS 153A-229 requires “local confinement facilities maintain 

only basic records of prisoners to county clerks.



What do we know? 



Without consistent requirements across the state, there’s no way to know the scope 

of the issues related to pretrial incarceration.

We can’t implement effective reform without answers to basic questions: 

 Who is being locked up? 

 For what reasons? 

 For how long? 

 How much does it cost taxpayers to hold a person in jail? 

 How are counties determining pretrial release? 

 Are they using evidence-based risk assessment tools? 

 Are there pretrial supervision alternatives to jail? 

 How many inmates have been diagnosed with a mental health condition?



More than 70% of North Carolina’s jail 

population was incarcerated in small or rural 

counties in 2015, with 27% held in the states 

most rural counties. 

In North Carolina, high and rising jail 

populations have been driven by rising rates 

of pretrial detention. The rate of pretrial 

incarceration in North Carolina increased 

by 227 percent between 1985 and 2015, to 

reach 229 people detained pretrial per 

100,000 working age residents. 









Why does this matter? 

 More Jail construction  = More tax 
payer dollars

 Jail Incarceration is a  “front door” to 
future criminal activity 



Comprehensive Solutions

Florida Data Collection Bill 

• Created a user-friendly database 

that connects all separate 

systems into a unified 

presentation

• “Bipartisan transparency 

measure”

• “Modern, open, electronic format 

that is machine-readable and 

readily accessible to the public.” 

• Created financial incentives to 

ensure that each county 

participates



Questions?


